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more original and more aggressive minds than those in charge
of the French General Staff. This may have been merely the
natural psychological result of the fact that 1918 had been a
great victory for France, which tended to make French gen-
erals complacent about the superiority of their tactics, whereas
for Germany it had been a great defeat, which stung the
German generals into restudying all their old conceptions and
seeking new methods and instruments for regaining their
military power. Another reason may have been that Hitler
weeded out any older officer who dared oppose him when he
wanted to take risks or who criticized new conceptions of
strategy based on modern instruments of attack. Hitler also
understands the relationship between military and political
policy and has a nice sense of "timing," It may have been
luck that the May 10 attack was launched while the leaders
both of Britain and of France were preoccupied with a political
crisis* Or it may be that Hitler had been ready for some time
to attack at the first propitious moment and that the news he
received from London and Paris in the first week of May con-
vinced him that the moment had arrived.
Novel tactics and new methods and instruments of war also
appealed to Hitler and his entourage enormously* They took
instantly to the idea of parachutists, first developed in Soviet
Russia. Air infantry, dive bombers used as artillery, tanks
used en masse) each of them connected by wireless with low-
flying planes, all became pets for which unlimited funds were
available. Meanwhile the German Foreign Office, the German
Army, the Gestapo and the Auslands-Qrganisation collabo-